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Students Cheat. How 
Much Does It Matter? 
As the pandemic 
continues, the debate 
grows louder. A recent 
article in The Chronicle

In one recent study of 300 students from both public 
and private colleges, including online universities, 
they found that 
• 86 percent claimed they cheated in school.
• 54 percent indicated that cheating was OK. Some 

said it it is necessary to stay competitive.
• 97 percent of admitted cheaters say they have 

never been caught.
• 42 percent said they purchased custom term 

papers, essays and thesis online.
• 28 percent said they had a service take their 

online classes for them.
• 72 percent indicated that they had used their 

phone, tablet or computer to cheat in class.
• ETS has argued that students who cheat often 

feel justified in what they are doing. They cheat 
because they see others cheat and they think 
they will be unfairly disadvantaged. The cheaters 
are getting 100 on the exam, while the non-
cheaters may only get 90’s.

• Grades, rather than education, have 
become the major focus of many 
students.

https://www.chronicle.com/article/students-cheat-how-much-does-it-matter


The most common forms of academic dishonesty are 
unauthorized assistance and plagiarism. 

Graduate 
Students

Undergraduate Students

Number responding ~17,000 ~71,300

% who admit cheating on 
tests:

17% 39%

% who admit cheating on 
written assignments:

40% 62%

% total who admit written 
or test cheating:

43% 68%

*Excluding first year students, code schools, and two year schools

This represents compiled self report measures collected between Fall 2002 and 
Spring 2015, by Dr. Donald McCabe and the International Center for Academic 
Integrity.



According to UCF’s Rules of 
Conduct:  

Unauthorized assistance is “the 
presentation of material which has not 
been studied or learned, but rather was 
obtained through someone else’s efforts 
and used as part of an examination, 
course assignment or project. The 
unauthorized possession or use of 
examination or course related material 
may also constitute cheating.”

Plagiarism is “whereby another’s work is 
used or appropriated without any 
indication of the source, thereby 
attempting to convey the impression that 
such work is the student’s own.”

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/student-rules-of-conduct/


Unauthorized Assistance 



Online assessment tools

• ProctorHub

• HonorLock

• Respondus

• Quiz Audit Log

• Turnitin

Make sure you 
include syllabus 
language for each of 
the tools you use! 

FCTL has provided 
language you can use for 
each product

Best Practice: include language on EACH assessment 
what tools are being used to promote academic 
integrity.

https://cdl.ucf.edu/support/webcourses/proctored-exams-at-ucf/
https://fctl.ucf.edu/teaching-resources/promoting-academic-integrity/


What is the Quiz 
Audit Log? 

• The Quiz Audit Log provides a detailed log of 
student activity in a quiz.

• Note: the Quiz audit log is not in the navigation 
tools like the other tools!

• It is in course settings – feature options – Quiz Log 
Auditing – switch on. 

• It is then added to all quizzes in Canvas.

• Again, I would add language pertaining to 
Quiz Log in each quiz!

Ex/ Please note that this quiz uses the Quiz 
Auditing tool. Quiz Auditing is a Canvas feature 
that reports if a student takes certain actions in 
their browser window while a quiz is active.

Things like navigating to a different page in your 
Canvas course or opening a new browser 
window can be tracked.



How Do I See the Quiz Audit Log? 

• In canvas, open the quiz and 
select “SpeedGrader”. 

• In SpeedGrader, select “View 
Log” (at the top of your screen 
in blue). 

• You will see an “Action Log” 
for that students Quiz attempt.

• If no odd web behavior 
occurred, it will state “There 
were no events logged during 
the quiz taking session” 

• Within 1-2 seconds it will 
expand  to show the full log 
for that quiz. 



How do I Read the Action Log? 
• If a student stopped viewing 

the quiz window it will show in 
red. 

• As it gives you the amount of 
time down to seconds, you can 
see if there was an issue. 

• Most students show nothing in 
red at all and look like the 
example on the top. 

• In the bottom example, the 
student started the quiz, 
stopped viewing the quiz at 14 
seconds, and immediately 
resumed. 



What does the Action Log Mean? 
• Here is a screenshot where a student at 11:40 answered 

question 38. 

• At 11:54 they stopped viewing the canvas quiz screen. 

• At 11:59 they resumed the exam.

• Does this indicate that academic misconduct has occurred?

• What alternate explanations could account for this? 

• In this case, the student had this one occurrence and had DM’d
me they lost internet during the quiz. 



Plagiarism



What is Turnitin?
• Turnitin is a web-based tool that allows 

faculty to identify potential plagiarism in 
writing assignments.

• It compares student work to other 
papers in Turnitin’s databases. 

• It provides you with an overall similarity 
index, and specifies the originality of 
each student’s paper with other works. 

• In your gradebook, you can see if there 
are any issues by color. 

• Green is good! Orange and Red 
indicate a high percentage of non 
original work.  

• This does NOT necessarily mean they 
plagiarized! It could have a lot of 
quotations or references that flag.



How do I add 
Turnitin to an 
Assignment? 

• Turnitin is added when you create a 
writing assignment in Canvas.

• Select external tool for submission 
type. 

• Select “Turnitin (CDL)”

• When a student submits work you will 
see their report. 

• Turnitin also has a great “quick mark” 
function! 

• Grades should sync right into canvas.  



How to Access Turnitin

• You can access Turnitin through the 
SpeedGrader.

• Click on the color indicator (example 
top right) and canvas will open a 
Turnitin tab.

• In Turnitin, select the red (77 in this 
case).

• Turnitin highlights specific areas of 
concern in student papers, linking 
each of these areas to corresponding 
passages in the original source 
documents.



Now What? 

• What’s your syllabus say you will do if 
students violate your policy?

• If you plan on taking action with 
Student Conduct and Academic
Integrity, you can download the paper 
by selecting the down arrow. 

• Current View provides the details you 
see on your screen with originality 
highlighted. 

• Quiz Auditing gets a little trickier. 

• I use ProctorHub in addition to the 
Quiz Auditing function so I can go look 
at a students pictures and see what 
happened in that time slot and make a 
decision based on that.  

https://scai.sdes.ucf.edu/


It is better to deserve honors and 
not have them than to have them 

and not deserve them.
— Mark Twain


