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Today’s 
Agenda

Integrative General Education program and the Five Foundations

Encouraging Student Motivation,  Engagement & Professionalization

General Education Faculty Learning Community Webcourse

Creative Technologies; Materia Widgets

Designing Reflective Assignments with Creative Tools

Backward Design Instructional Design Process

Adobe Education Exchange Teaching Resources

GEP Assignments Using Adobe Express

Outcomes of Using Adobe Express in the Integrative GEP



Redesign Strategies: 
How to Incorporate Reflective Practices 

and Creative Tools



Integrative GEP and the Five Foundations



What is the UCF Integrative GEP?



Encouraging 
Student 
Motivation,  
Engagement & 
Professionalization

GEP as more 
than a checklist

Encourage 
students’ 

interdisciplinary 
reflection

Identify 
cross-discipline 

connections

Awareness of 
transferable 

skills 



Join the General Education Faculty 
Learning Community Webcourse

https://webcourses.ucf.edu/courses/1308484/



Materia Widgets

https://materia.ucf.edu/play/i2mhc/integrative-gep-the-5-foundati
ons-core-skills-general-education-learning-experience-copy

https://materia.ucf.edu/play/jYLxY/ucf-integrative-gep-adventure
-start-exploring



Zoom Poll: Teaching Methods Reflection

Do I utilize any innovative 
technologies in my GEP 
classes?

What assignments would I 
like to enhance in my GEP 
class?

How may I increase in 
student engagement with 
creative projects?

How would I redesign an 
assignment to incorporate a 
creative technology?



Designing Reflective Assignments 



Instructional Design: Designing Your Curriculum to 
Include Reflective Assignments and Creative Tools

● Backward design is a method of designing an educational 

curriculum by creating learning goals before you choose your 

instructional methods and forms of assessment. 

● Challenges "traditional" methods of curriculum planning. 

● Encourages intentionality during the design process. 

● Instructors typically approach course design in a “forward 

design” manner

● They consider the learning activities (how to teach the content), 

develop assessments around their learning activities, then 

attempt to draw connections to the learning goals of the course. 



Designing Reflective Assignments with
The Three Stages of Backward Design

● Backward Design can be applied to individual assignments and tasks. It is accomplished 

with three steps: 

1. Write the learning outcomes for your course and assignments.

2. Once the learning goals have been established, you create your assessment. 

How will I assess that my students have achieved these learning outcomes?

3. Now that the learning outcomes and assessment have been solidified, you plan 

how you will teach the content, which are your learning activities.

● For this reason, backward design is considered a much more intentional approach to 

course design than traditional methods.

● Once the learning goals, or desired results, have been identified, instructors will have an 

easier time developing assessments and instruction around grounded learning 

outcomes.

● This template from Vanderbilt University outlines the three stages of backward design. 
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/understanding-by-design/#benefits

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/understanding-by-design/#benefits


Stage 1: Writing Your Learning Outcomes 

• The first stage of Backward design is to identify your desired results by considering the 

learning goals of the lesson, unit, or course. 

• In this case it would be to create reflective assignments and incorporate creative tools.

Ask yourself the following questions:

• What do I want my students to reflect on and master?

• What are the Integrative GEP learning outcomes for my course?

• How can I align my learning goals for this assignment with the IGEP learning outcomes.

Once you have answered those questions:

• You can write your learning outcome with action verbs that pertain to higher-order thinking 

skills.

• In your design of the assignment, you can provide students with options to use creative 

technologies, such as Adobe Express.



Example: Reflective Assignments in Adobe Express

https://edex.adobe.com/teaching-resources/-
PpHmXR8k/preview

● Using Adobe Creative Cloud Express, you will create a web 
page to document and reflect upon professional 
competencies developed through your curricular and 
co-curricular experiences. 

● You will create an appealing web page documenting your 
experiences.

● The reflection portion will help students articulate the 
career-readiness skills and abilities sought by employers.



Examples: Reflective Assignments with Adobe Express 











Development of Assignment Rubrics







• Free, customizable 
templates of classroom 
projects in the Adobe 
Education Exchange. 

• Interdisciplinary teaching 
resources ignite creativity 
in the classroom.

Creative Teaching Resources

https://edex.adobe.com/express
https://edex.adobe.com/express


Let’s Explore GEP Assignments 
Using Adobe Express



Adobe Express for Student Source Analysis



Adobe Express for 
Student Discussions & Reflection



Adobe Express & IGEP for Exams



Adobe Express & IGEP for 
Research Projects & Presentations



Outcomes of Using Adobe Express 
in the Integrative GEP

Increased students’ 
visual communication 

skills.

Increased students’ 
ability to add context to 

historical events.

Increased students’ 
ability to evaluate 
credible sources

Increased students’ 
ability to document and 
represent themselves in 

their work.

Increased students’ 
abilities to navigate 
Creative Commons 

licenses

Taught students to take 
pride in the visual 

artifacts they create



Questions?

Thank You For Joining Us!


